9

New words: C)')A..p\ji\ al-muwdasalat Communications

1
o)

Olds ML

5,4

Sdor Ay
ATl

(pl. &1 ol pasibar “aliya) computer

Wl

IE Lok
B
S oS

Essential vocabulary

‘isdar issue, issuing
sl

O 32 ks
Jo

i S

bilad buldan country
tijara trade
Jjadid judud new

hasib “ali,

risala letter ﬁb\)

shakhst personal &

tawil tiwal long 5P 0 )52

9alaqat relations

kitab kutub book BI=LROY
Bt

<))> Open S66.wav. Read, listen and repeat the Essential vocabulary.

o 8)

A

(‘:.,\ij

L S
i Olas
Blwp

(P
JM\,«
Jlas
o3k

A5

Reference vocabulary
JLd)

“intirnet Internet

bartd mail

‘ajnabt "ajanib foreign
’i9lan announcement,
notice, advertisement
tilivizyon television
Jjamil beautiful
hukiima government
radio radio
rasmi official
sira suwar picture,
photograph
qasir gisar short

mumtaz excellent

ittisal contact,

(telephone) call

tagdim presentation J-;-C,l\ ey J»?Ql X p barid ‘iliktroni, ‘imayl

Jawwi air (adjective)
khitab "akhtiba speech o\ A= Gy >

D) Jeo)
L;bua
sl
e

sihafa press

sahifa suhuf newspaper
lugha language
majalla magazine

murasil reporter, correspondent

magqala article u'p)bu SO
mulawwan coloured
mu’tamar conference o gks

S A

e-mail

hadith hidath modern

zamil zumala’ colleague (m.)
suhufi journalist (m.)

qird’a (act of) reading
mujtahid hardworking
mahalli local

ma9rid ma9arid

exhibition

mandiib delegate

nass nusis text

* In spoken Arabic, use the popular word for ‘newspaper’, A5 P oy o jarida jard’id. The
word L2 422 is used mainly in writing.

<)) Open S67.wav. Read, listen and repeat the Reference vocabulary.

Basic structures, 1: Description

2 Read and write these two words:

o) Mel C))U«i ’i9lan announcement

s

FL&

<)) Open S68.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

dy\ﬁl is a noun, %\A is an adjective (see 4/4 if you are unsure). Now write the two words together,

noun first. We get the expression

%Uﬁ hamm important
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v(‘\) O\)‘k %Uﬁ OMe|  animportant announcement

‘))) Open 569.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

<)

<)

This type of expression is our first basic structure, which we can call a description. It is very
common.

You will remember that Arabic has no word for ‘@’ or ‘an’. Note also that, in contrast to the English,
the Arabic adjective follows the noun.

Now read and write a few more descriptions (remember that relatives and participles — Lessons 4

and 8 respectively — can be used either as nouns or adjectives wherever the meaning permits):
(_3 LLJ Y ¥ abd LSS a Lebanese writer
JJ}.V < Lk~ Jg)-}a o\t knitab tawil a long speech

())x-"/ d\/\/.p Jyt-&ﬁ J-w\f“ (murdsil) a busy reporter
"('-\; ODs\ ale Ude!  a public notice

Cf)/\d.«‘ Uzﬁp (S _r W (suhufi) an Egyptian journalist

Open 570.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Now read and write ‘an Egyptian (woman) journalist’. Watch what happens to the adjective:

,./fﬂz M_;ﬁp & s A~ suhufiya misriya
Open S71.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

The adjective assumes the feminine form too (see 3/5); it is said to agree with the feminine noun.

Read and write ‘an Egyptian newspaper’:

2 ,_,,:,cp L s Mo (sahifa)

*))) Open 572.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

In English, we generally apply the concept of masculine or feminine only to nouns denoting people
or higher animals (one possible exception being ‘she’ for a ship); we regard other nouns as ‘i’ or
neuter. Arabic has no neuter gender; all nouns, including those for things, places and ideas, are
either masculine or feminine (4:>2, shown above, is feminine). For our purposes, the gender
rules for Arabic nouns are simple:

e Nouns for male people and male animals are masculine; nouns for female people and
female animals are feminine.

o Nouns with final & naming things, places and ideas are feminine; nouns (with any ending)
denoting towns, and most countries, plus a few others, e.g. U.,J.:” shams (3/6) and L§ B et
siiq (6/1), are also feminine. Most other nouns for things, places and ideas are masculine.

(There is a handful of exceptions, few of them important enough to concern us.)

With this in mind, read and write this series of feminine descriptions:
(—)/L_"/‘ Ma_,Cp :\-Sj&«-"«-ﬂ d4>.o abusy newswoman
,::"/ ~ L// L Z‘J\-w) risala rasmiya an official letter
FB a//;»«o aloa 8,50 sitrajamila a beautiful picture
+ 2\‘) - A .
,.:'{/—‘ (gtﬁp ~ S 44> an Arab(ic) newspaper

<))> Open S73.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

All the descriptions given so far have been indefinite. Since we make an adjective agree with its
noun in gender (m. or f.), it is logical that we also make it agree in definition, i.e. indefinite adjective
with indefinite noun, definite adjective with definite noun. Read and write these definite

descriptions:
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R; \;,:)3\ g,:;\b \ L}L«-U‘ u_«-?m\ the Lebanese writer (m.)

LY ‘ L\ JM\ \J-U the busy reporter (m.)
It o e

JJ )—GA\ ()Q_/J \ Jg,j-jﬁs‘ uz.j\ an-nass at-tawil the long text (m.)

f,.; /:-\\ o le2) \ i JJJ‘ L2\ ag-sihafa I-gharbiya* the western press (£.)

] ',)_!a)\ ,J L//‘\ Zd.g}}d\ Z.SL,.:JJ\ ar-risala t-tawila* the long letter
- o 7 ;
3 ,,/),2 \ a \ oJ\-gJ-;.-\ Js al-majalla l-jadida* the new magazine
<))> Open S74.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

We apply to adjectives the same rules for adding the article -.. W as for nouns (2/5 and 3/2).
* Remember that the ‘weak’ a- of the article is dropped after a vowel (3/3). It is easiest to pronounce
the vowelless article as if it were part of the preceding word: [ as-sihafal-gharbiyal (etc.).
A proper name (‘Egypt’, ‘Ahmad’) is always definite, even if it has no article. So a description with a
proper name has a definite adjective, like ‘Alexander the Great’ or ‘Ivan the Terrible’ in English.
Read and write:

0’:‘.’ ); \ ),..0/- :\Sg-l.;-‘ 24 (al-haditha) modern Egypt (f.)
<))> Open 575.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

(" Exercise 1 Make as many meaningful descriptions as possible, using a noun from list (a) and )
an adjective (making it agree) from list (b). Read and translate your descriptions:
nouns: (a) Alw csjj.d\ EVILVINES RN
adjectives: (b) J-;A’“ CL}$ LJQJ-E CM C-)\-:-éﬁ L%u
Exercise 2 Read and translate these newspaper headings:

@ ®

Which descriptions

are masculine, and

which feminine?

Definite or indefinite?

ey

The answers to these

exercises follow
paragraph 5 below.

.

3 So far all the descriptions have been singular. Descriptions can also be dual (though by their
nature these are rare). The adjective agrees, forming its dual in the same manner as a noun (7/1).
The dual description can be either definite or indefinite. Read and write:
M/c 0’)"\/’ Ut 5 Okl 2 murasilayn gharbivayn Y two western
C)\/A//G 0»‘/" Ol & O\ o murasilan gharbiyan correspondents
z \ el g0 e I u):JLw V' arrisalatayn ar-rasmivatayny both
OM Ly yatay
- - . . official
e 4/)\0‘/“//\\ ol ‘}3\ u\.ﬂ\.w)\ ar-risalatan ar-rasmiyatan letters
<))>Open S76.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
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4 As you would expect, plural descriptions, definite and indefinite, also occur, very frequently.

In a plural description, the noun forms its plural in one of the three ways we have studied in
Lesson 7 (regular feminine, regular masculine or an irregular form).

But the adjective forms its plural in one of these three ways only when it describes people. We call this
the animate plural (an. pl.) form.

When the adjective describes any other plural noun (animals, things, places, ideas) it always has
the so-called inanimate plural (inan. pl.) form, irrespective of the gender of the noun. The inanimate
plural adjective is identical in form to the feminine singular adjective, ending d.ore.

This is a most important rule, and you will see it in action countless times.

Inanimate plural rule: An adjective describing a plural noun which denotes anything other
than people is put into the inanimate plural form, which is always the same as the feminine

singular.

Read and write these plural descriptions, noting the form of the adjective in each case (the first two

are animate, the last two inanimate):

CJ)./' Lz \er ;L:“’ SMhe Q)\L‘ﬁju 93)\«4) zumala’ mumtazin/-iin (m.)) excellent

Se = vy ol Oy zamilar mumtazat (£.) colleagues
'y, \.v" - Lz \f’t.; \osle Qb—\jﬁ\ igtirahdat mumtaza excellent proposals
o/' M. o)t ONY&e  magalat mumtaza excellent articles

<))> Open S77.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
The inanimate plural rule affects only the adjective, not the noun; and the choice of animate or
inanimate does not arise at all with the singular or dual.
Here are more plural descriptions, of various kinds, including a mixture of definite and indefinite
(since Arabic uses the article for any noun intended to cover a whole category in general, you may
not always want to use the article in English). Spot the animate plural and inanimate plural

adjectives too. Read and write:
Nuf‘f o\ iy & Ol (buldan) western countries
N)L'/)’\ﬂ 3-3‘}1» )2 suwar mulawwana colour(ed) photographs
C{‘“\’ ‘ C)M wb-i ] jlf:t mumaththiliin ’ajanib foreign representatives
\)\ "‘;2) \ a-y-o-iy\ a2l as-suhuf al-"ajnabiya (the) foreign newspapers
M} \<\,J \d\/J)AA)J \ 3-;-*\-’\-;-5\ Q\JSM\ (the) Japanese computers
. l, v U»/’/«M e Oy 9 Japanese delegates
M;)ﬁv = b\}C¥ wajga- C)U')Aﬁl government announcements
<“/\M/"£ = ):"/ Q\.L@.:ﬁ, Qy\gﬁ) (mujtahidat) hard-working colleagues (f.)
<))> Open S578.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Plural nouns denoting groups or collections of people are seen as inanimate (i.e. any accompanying

adjective ?ees with the gr /Vps not their human members). Note, and read and write:

(\/\) AN \,./,\y 45\ ) u\.ﬁjga- (ishtirakiya) socialist governments

})\ =\ \//‘)\ “Mbjj\ u\)\)jﬂ (al-wataniya) the national ministries
*))) Open 579.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
Now read and write an important proper name in the form of a description, in which the adjective

is an inanimate plural participle (8/1):
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DA_GZJ’\ < (:»)] | sds=fl C)LN}M al-wilayat al-muttahida the United States
Open 580.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
With the description you have broken through the line separating isolated words from expressions.
You are beginning to manipulate the language, making it do what you want. There are two further
related structures to come, in Lessons 10 and 12; the three together will give you yet more breadth

of expression.

Possessive
5 In English the so-called possessive (in full, the possessive adjective): is a word: ‘my, your, his, her, its,
our, your, their’. In Arabic, it is an ending added to the noun denoting what is ‘possessed’ (don’t

take the term “possessed’ too literally). Write ‘colleague’ in Arabic, indefinite masculine form:
e I
Open S81.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
Write it again, adding the ending s -7, and you get ‘my colleague’ (m.):
) (_}I:,- Y, &cﬁ) zamili
Open 582.wav. Read, listen and repe—at.

NB: Don’t confuse this possessive - -7 with the relative ending - -1 (4/4).
Any final % on the possessed noun changes to < (since é can stand only at the end of a word),

before the possessive ending is added. Write ‘my car’:

J/(;/ L})L;-w sayyaratt

<))> Open 583.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Here are the possessive endings for all the persons we need, including ‘my’ which we have just

studied:

.

-1 my L

<[ ﬁ—{ -kum your (pl.)
c—@ i -hum their (an. pL.)

her, its (f. s.), their (inan. pl.)

.. -na our

(!

your (m. s.)

L

your (f. s.)

o

U G

- | L OS]

-u, -hu his, its (m. s.)

-ha

These are all added to the indefinite noun in the same way as s -7 ‘my’. Read and write:

P T
L~ -1
ISVD Gl
c).:/lff Sk
~ P
Ly’ \
Q’Lé’\ Lo |
At SNyes

4 g2

taqrirt my report

mushkilati my problem
iqtirahak/-ik your proposal
lajnatak/-ik your committee
maktabu/maktabhu his office
suratu/sirat-hu* hislits picture
ismha her, its; their (inan. pl.) name
ihtijdjna our objection

majallatna our magazine

wusilkum your (pl.) arrival
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ré/ &a) Vg‘)\-},) ziyaratkum your (pl.) visit
'\/;‘ \§ V'@:’Wl i9lanhum their advertisement
f(/ 115 V-@-’;Lb ta’irat-hum* their aeroplane
* We break the transcription with a hyphen here, to distinguish the two separate sounds -4 from
the single sound th (&, 1/3).
<))> Open S84.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
Certain things need explaining:

e The possessive corresponding to ‘your’ shown above has three forms: -ak when the
‘possessor’ is a male person, -ik when the possessor is a female person, and -kum when
the possessors constitute a group. In very formal correspondence the plural -kum is
sometimes used respectfully for the singular.

e We use the possessive -u or -hu when the possessor would be expressed with a masculine
singular noun; we have to translate with ‘his’ or ‘its’ as appropriate.

e We use the possessive -ha when the possessor would be expressed with a feminine
singular noun, or a plural noun not denoting people (the inanimate plural); we have to
translate with ‘her’, its’ or ‘their’ as appropriate.

e We use the possessive -hum ‘their’ only when the possessors are people, i.e. animate.

e No dual? Yes, there are dual possessives (= ‘of you both’, ‘of them both’), but they are so
rarely used that we need not learn them, and they have not been included in the table.

e  When a noun has a possessive ending attached, it logically becomes definite. So any
accompanying adjective (making a description) has the article, prefixed in the same way
as to a noun - including the provision for initial sun letters.

e The pronunciation recommended here for these written endings is that of educated spoken
Arabic. In formal reading of e.g. a legal, literary or political text a more complicated
pronunciation is heard, which is not shown here as we do not need it.

Read and write:
r«://)\ (,),; (:/J 2\-_;4"")\ :)5)\,2) li-ziyaratak ar-rasmiya
for your official visit
a/r“-,{)\ _:J‘b-"‘ E M‘ M‘Aja.ﬁ munazzamatu s-saghira
his small organisation
(.__; (3 M o \5 ‘59\«45\ ﬁ"b"i ‘intajhum as-sina9r
) their industrial production
*)) Open 585.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
The possessive ending corresponding to ‘my’ is a long -i. It is a rule that when any long vowel at
the end of a word is followed by a doubled consonant or two consonants in the same phrase, the
long vowel shortens in pronunciation (the spelling remaining unchanged). This happens most

commonly when the final long vowel stands before an article. Examine, and read and write:

~ - 6&,0 maktabt my office
but: Y )-2 \ k}_;‘k“ NNES LSJQA maktabi I-jadid (short -i) my new office

<))> Open 586.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Final long vowel rule: When a long vowel at the end of a word is followed by a doubled

consonant (or two consonants) in the same phrase, the long vowel shortens in pronunciation.

The spelling is unchanged.
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We can also add these possessives to a noun with the feminine regular plural noun ending o,

or to an irregular plural. Read and write:
A,::}J\ LS Lo~ 3.;.&.5\ LiS Lz mashakilna I-fanniya our technical problems
0,.,:}):\ f'*: (D P IRWAY ("6‘7\")1” ma9lamat-hum al-mufida their useful information
<))> Open S87.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
When a possessive is added to a noun carrying a dual or a masculine regular plural ending (7/1, 2),

the final O... of the dual or plural ending is dropped. Examine:
(»{ inM mu9allimitkum your teachers ﬁm mumaththilahum both their representatives
-

~
Exercise 3 Who placed advertisement (a)? And what is advertisement (b) looking for? (Read

only the big coloured print in both examples.) :

(a) (b) [FIrrz oF
S U el oSU 02 e
Bl G Ol i — 0 w
N | i .
Tk 5l A5al) Ja gl -
L) W gl ot ;;tf’ A

Exercise 4 Read and translate the following descriptions:
@ &%l s (b) =Y ko) o) () 22 Lxadae
(d) dub g AIE) Blowa)l () k) LS

L The answers to these exercises are given immediately below.

Answers to Efercises
1 J‘:‘J,-\ 4&5&\ chJJaJ\ CM\ ol c%\.@.ﬂ odetl
al-"i9lan al-hamm, al-mufid, ash-shakhsi, at-tawil, al-mahalli, al-jamil the important, the
useful, the personal, the long, the local, the beautiful announcement/advertisement
J.;A.\ LE\A J')M bildad hamm, jamil an important, a beautiful country
2\-;14 45.)\.:.&,6 @l rPIESV sahifa hamma, mufida, mahalliya an important, a useful, a
local newspaper
2\-1-_3-«-;.-‘ cws CSJ.;A\ c:\.;\.@.“ SJ)“’A‘ as-sira I-hamma, I-mufida, sh-shakhsiya,
I-jamila the important, the useful, the personal, the beautiful picture/photograph
Z\J.c.n,* cz\lij.b (Al (8de (Bla :\.SLWJ risala hamma, mufida, shakhsiya, tawila,
Jjamila an important, a useful, a personal, a long, a beautiful letter
2 (a) intikhab hamm An important election, indefinite masculine
(b) at-tijara I-wataniya (‘The’) National Trade, definite feminine
(c) 'i9lan hukiimi Government(al) Announcement/Notice, indefinite masculine
(d) ’z',téliya I-jamila Beautiful Italy (‘Italy the Beautiful’), definite feminine
3 (a) al-khutit al-jawwiya I-wataniya (‘The’) National Airlines (‘Air Lines’)
(b) mumaththilin fanniyin Technical Representatives
4 (a) suwar mulawwana coloured pictures/ colour photographs
(b) li-I-murasilin al-’ajanib for the foreign reporters/correspondents
(c) munazzamatna l-fanniya our technical organisation
(d) as-sihafa I-mahalliya wa-l-wataniya the local and national press
(e) maktabak al-jadid your new office
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Tests

1 Read alouc} and translate:

(@) &8 g Y Lo () A shall oSzl (o) o) SO

(@ & o (o) o) S )

2 Put adjective and noun to:gether in a description, changing the adjective as necessary:

@ Sl deyde b)) by Ol (0 e 0B @) s"" G, 5
(e) ple (ol

3 Make these descriptions plural:

@ ash W, @) A @ el B @ 28 eV 8 )
(e Lﬂg};-}_»—





